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It’s ours now!

By SAM BISHOP
Staff Writer

NENANA—Officials signed over
the 530-mile Alaska Railroad to the
state Saturday evening in Nenana
and enthusiastically spoke of its fu-
ture in developing Alaska's re
sources

The $22.3 million deal culmin-
ated five vears of effort, said Gov
Bill Sheffield. Sheffield presented
a check to federal railroad admi
mistrator John Riley and accepted
in return a railroad switch key
made from Alaska gold

“This may be the best deal since

Sheflield said that Alaskans will
finally decide the future of the rail

was driven by President Warren

Harding on the north side of the
Tanana River at Nenana.

““This is where it happened,

i where

where it's happening and '

ap’-' to hap?an," said state . g ¥
Jack Coghill. former mayor of oY . 4 5

Nenana. "y =

Officials asked member ]
-ﬂnbamn&!ﬂz&m Gov. Bill Sheffield presents a $22.3 million check for the just asked Riley not to cash the check until Monday.
~ (See RAILROAD Alaska Railroad to Federal Railroad Administrator Riley responded that he needed to see three pieces of ID

, P, 3 ;
e John Riley Saturday evening in Nenana, Sheffield had from Sheffield. (Staff photo by Vince DeWitt) .
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TODAY
5 p_m._zig Zigler's “'Living Your
Potentlal™ series, First Baptist

Church of North Pole, Fifth and
Richardson }Ilghway Information
488-2240. Public invited,

7:30 p.m,.—Banta's hwlngzra
square dance class, Al

Nenana rolls out the red carpet

By ANDY WILLIAMS
City Editor

NENANA—Faor the peaple of Nena-
na, Saturday night's transfer of the
Alaska Railroad from federal to state
ownership was a chance to show off,

About 800 jammed into Nenana's
Civic Center to wilness the (ransfer
ceremony, far more the town's
tatal year-round ulation of 560.
The crowd included many Nenana re-
sidents, plus more than 500 guests
who arrived on special trains from
Fairbanks and Anchorage.

Jack Coghill, who is stepping down
after more than 20 years as mayor of
Nenana to take a new elective office
45 slate senator, coordinated prepa-
rations by the city. His brother, Bill,
ma:lwsr of planning for the railroad

Dance Center. Information: 4562493,
Visitors welcome.,

8 p.m.—Eagles Lodge 1037 and
Ladies Auxiliary meeting and initia-
ton, 200 First Avenue. Information
452-2828.

MONDAY
12-noon-1 p.m. —Parrntlng Is a

Mixed Bag Serles “There's a Monster
in My CI,oacl'—Denling with Chil-

prepara-
tions from the railroad's end. P
Jack Coghill said he obtained a
commitment from Gov. Bill Sheffield
to hold the transfer ceremony in
Nenana in July 1983 at the €oth
anniversary of the driving of the gol-
del:d-lsplke by President Warren

bl 1ok1ns ith a tone of serious-
ness—asked the governor to consider
Nenana because this was where

Harding drove the spike,” Coghill
dren’s Fears," presented by Tina gaq nit P ghi
was logical und the governor
Kl;c,ul: 'Inlerrm-unn ass-:m had no objecl.lon toit."

tress Club business meu.ing. Captain
Bartlett Inn. Guests welcome.
B p.m.—Pioneers of Alaska Igloo
and Auxiliary meeting, Alaskaland
Pioneers Hall. Information: 4524044,

_ TUESDAY

12 Senlor ©

ter Grandparents advisory hoard
meeting, State Farm Building.

MISCELLANEOUS

Teachers Workout, aerobics for

, ‘men and women, are held at the Big
Dipper. '.I‘unes 6:10-7:10 a.m. Mon.,

Wed. Fri.; 8:30:9.30 a.m. Mon, Wed.
Frli; nnd 4:15-5:15 p.m. Monday
ihrungh Friday. Information: 452-

arnest last
Mﬁ“ and much of llm wurk fell to
Clouse and Carol Burgasser,
w‘m me mm&e of the food.
two t the d
make do with mm Dell{:o:nd
home-grown vegetables,

“I picked low-bush cranberries for
days,” said Clouse.

But au lanning progressed, it
Itummul.ﬂmm 13
mug}tammﬂ mmwandilw':s
evident that even thn most bountiful
garden would not feed the crowd.
They decided to serve buffalo stew

‘They contacted Beryl Mercer, who
raises buffalo on a ranch near Healy,
Two Nenana residents and a state
veterinarian picked out a bulfalo and
brought It back to Nenana, where it

RA!LROAD.
(Continued from page 1)

benefits of a healthy, reglonally-
ned railroad

(-

A crowd of about 800 converged on the Nenana Civie Center for the railroad

ceremonies Saturday.

glas butchered by the Nenana Lions

They bought 300 pounds of potatoes
from Henry Gettinger's farm on Che-
na Hot Springs Road and added 60
pounds of celery, B0 pounds of onions
un_d 125 pounds of carrots, Burgasser

W!Ih A crew of 30 volunteers, they
spent Wednesday and Thursday cook-
ing the buffalo meat on a large gas
stove at the civic center and Friday
and Saturday culting up the veget-
ables. By late Saturday afternoon, the
food was set out in covered pans on a
long serving table and the smell of
buffalo stew filled the civie center.

Getting people to and from Nenana
was the job of Bill Coghill, who was

railroad management home will
deflinitely be helpful

Wright said the chamber still has
some problems with the m
the raih'.nad board, whiti:l:n in-

tarted purchasing
Tanana Valley

' l@y;nsamvaﬂ'm

born in Nenana just a week Ioo].al.cln
on July 15, 1923 wi

&ﬂmve the galden spike on Llw tar

of the railroad bri #eross the
Ta.nann River from Nenana.

C ongress
followers

WASHINGTON—The capital
cily sullered its first annual
onslaught of visitors this week—
members of Congress,

That means the groupies—lob-

byists, constituents and general
curiosity seekers—can’t be far be-
hind,
For those Alaskans willing to
risk it, here's a few tips for a
Washingten visit that may make
you look and feel a bit less conspi-
«cuous in this city of tourists.

® Gelting around, There are
two chief modes of transport : taxis
and Metro, Washington's multi-
million dollar space-age subway
system.

Cabs are everywhere and
cheap—$1.70 from the Interior De-
partment to the Capitol, about 20
blocks—unless the driver discov-
s you're a tourist unfamiliar with
the zone system. One of my editars
here a couple of weeks ago paid §19
for cab ride that should have cost
about $10,

Carry a wad of dollar bills be:
cause laxi drivers

arrives,
to follow

David Ramsenr

From

the
‘ & Capitol

Most men dress as if they're ab-
out to meet the president—dark
suits and brown tassle loafers
although a touch of red in the tie is
permissible if ii's not too bright.
Ted Stevens is about the onl:
Iarwhwrarsanummna?smns
tie but then he's good at ignoring
the snickers.

Those wooly beards cultivated to
keep the face warm In Fairbanks

are frowned on here nary
a bristle of {acial hair in the enlire
U.S. Senate.

South Dakota Sen. Larry Press-
ler sprouted one in November for a
Elunrrrs celebration back home

ut promptly shaved it when he re-

hald- upa dan't like lo make ch:nge

(Stalf phote by Vimce DeWitt:

many, were on the Lrain from Anchor-
age, which left al 3 a.m. and arrived
shartly after & p.m.

For some railroad workers, includ-
ing manager Frank Jones, transfer of

ity of the civie
cemcrdnlcmhwd the number of peo-
pleﬂvl&ed to ride on the two special
traj I3

““We figured the capacity here,
backed off from there and ngun:d we
could take aboul 500,

About 220 left Fal.rhal\ks at 3:30
p.m. on the last train of the Alaska
Railroad under federal ownership
and arrived in Nenana about 5:15
p-m. About 300, including the gov-
cernor and most of the state and feder-
al officials participating in the cere-

railroad teansfer, said lengthy
negotiations between the slate and
federal government over the past
the §22.3 mil-

ended their careers with
the Alaska Railroad. Others alse
found the moment paignant.

Salomon Luke of Nenana was a bay
of 5 when he watched Harding drive
the spike. Saturday night he witnes.
sed transfer of the railroad to state

ownership.

Alfred Starr Sr., 85, worked as a
laborer during construction of the
railroad. Now he wants to extend it to
the Yukon River.

“*1 think this country will still grow.
It’s getting more populous than ever
belore,” he said Saturday night.

TEAMSTER.

(Continued from page 1)
Inc, * Bul he shouldn’t bv: underesti-

itcomes

Idl’ dl Ihebi nion posi-
o defendin asie union
B

Painter said Carr “had a a tough, un.
things. | mammm:m&':;
once
no reverse gear in his transmission. [

mm
ts future, he said.

NENANA. . .
(Continued from page 1)
Ranch near Healy, ngped up with
sourdough rolls baked [n Nenana.
1'hem was also coffee and punch

most of all, acamaraderie, as
ALnskans of all walks of Iiiejol.nui
i"l‘?'f %MM it was doubly
ol was doul
special, It was Bill , ass
tant to the general mlnager af the
railroad, who served as master of
ommﬂes.wnﬂehlshmuwr.rack
made his swan song as mayor of

~ Nenana after 20 years, He leaves

soon for Juneau to become state

senator,
Soon the whistles were blowing
and jt was time to leave for home

\-mhomem

Some:
heavy benefits he was de

] Bul Bob sees ll\e
industry is in,"
knows that lhe l:l:cklll Ilsl.ly
needs help right now. He bujll.-
antennas that sort of allow him to see
things that Carr never saw. He under-
stands the trucking industry. He's
straightforward, and he'll de-
fend the position he has to defend.”

Jack Diamond, who failed in efforts
to unseat Carr in 1980 and 1983, said
Sinnett was a logical choice. "He was
50 close to Jess,” said Diamond.

Sinnett started as a truck driver 20
years ago before becoming a business
agent for the union. A heart attack in
the early 19605 sidelined Sinnett from
his job with the union. He went to work
as a parts handler on the North Slope
for Hodiak Oilfield Haulers before
being summonded back to Anchorage
when John Creed, a close Carr aide,
johwdhlsboasanhe Western Confer-
Ence.

Anchorage water
okay. . . maybe

ANCHORAGE (AP)—Health offi-
cials say no human health problems
have resulted from the pollul
Anchorage creeks and lakes—yel.

“‘We do have some \'err lnud WA
Ing signals,” said Rob

One e to a liquor
qwretoehungelheonly bill Lhad, a
twenty.

Metro was designed primarily
for Washington's bureaucrat com-
mulers so it's safe, reliable and re-
latively cheap—80 cents for most
downtown trips. If possible howey-
er, avoid it during morning and
evening rush hours when even
standing space |5 al a premium.

Also avoid driving yoursell be-
cause you risk a face-to-face en-
counter with Washinglon's most
dreaded horror, The Tralfic
Circle

The s master planner, Maj.
Plerre L'Enfant, lald out the feder-
al city in the late 18th century like a
tic-tac-toe grid but sliced by di-
agonal streets named after the
states such as Pennsylvania Ave-
nue. Scatbered around lown where

all those streets run together are
traffic circles, honking, merry-go-
rounds of angry cabbies and lost
tourists,

_ Exit a traffic circle and you'
ded 'ﬂrBalll

turned to

» Sights, It would Lake years to
see everything in the Smithso-
nian's nearly two dozen museums,
galleries and observatories and
then there are all of the private
museums, galleries and observa-
tories,

There are a few sights of special
interest to Alaskans including na-
tive culture displays in the
Museum of Matural Histery,
Kodiak brown bears at the Nation-
al Zoo and the most recent Alaska
altraction, a plagque commermoralt-

Alaska and Hawail statehood
at the Lincoln Memorial.

There's even an Alaska Avenue,
but you have to navigate a traffic
circle to reach it

® Weather. It's predictable in
the summer, as hot and steamy as
the Amazon in August, and unpre-
dictable in the winter. Two days
after Christmas it hit 70 degrees
but then we got our first snow

Salurday.
And like many southern cities,
its residents are not used to winter
l?‘ad"cnndll_.inns._ Drl.vcr‘a olten

lndl.hm whodullﬂhetolookme

ways when the roads g slick or
prelend Lhey're in a demolition

Mlsku turned-ambassador

a
Navy blue orhhckmt.atlﬂdwp—
ping well below the knee, matching

rsand
bpm:;rb?&ppedmm

Washington snowstorm.

(David Ramsear is the NewsMiver's
Washingtan eorrespondent.

Valley lawyers honor

crash victim

By KRIS CAFPS
Staff Writer

‘The Tanana Valley Bar Association
paid tribute Friday to local attorney
Harrington Bixler Whiling, 43, who
died in a plane crash in Arkansas last
month.

Whiting's four-year-old son Har-
rlngwn;{derwmmgh.alwd.led in
the crash Dec. 14 when the single-
engine plane Whiting piloted hit some
power lines and plunged into the
i.i\rk}mnsmver metwom?“lnwl
ng mm.'mﬂmu to Mabile, Ala,
for the holiday: 2

A large crwd filled a courtroom
where Whiting's friends and col-
leamu deseribed him asanlvldnul

- - ‘
Whiting
really served humanity, said Anchor-
age Superior Court Judge Karl John-
stone.

Besides practicing law in Alaska,
Johnmmuidmnmhadalnpm
ticed law
before the Alaska Supreme Court
maore than 20 times, in federal district
courts in four different districts, be-
fore Courts of Appeal in four different
circuits, and before the United States
Supreme Court,

Judith Kleinfeld remembered Whit-
ing through the eyes
who Idolized him and lon;mm
Charles Wirschem read a poem he
wrate about {favorite past escapades
:m \W ouldnorsmen had shared.

dy, " said Rabi-

al almay. and a dedicated family

Tanuna Valley Bar president
Richard Burke recalled the first and
last time he tried g Whit-

manager of the municipality’s En-
wironmental Health Division, **And if
we don't heed them, [don't think I can
tell you the same thing (al a later
da&al
made the comments at a

anln Friday before the Senate
I s!)(Iu:al.i.\;nalﬂlfml.al s::-nvh:

ing 13 years agp.

“All the evidence was on my side,”
e said. *“The trial Isstedlhmduys T
lucked out. I got a hung jury

Wmumwcmnude!enmnix
created defenses,” he said. *He was
one heck of a trial attorney.

Alaska Supreme Court Justice qu
deseribed Wh

consid-

*'one of the most effective

advocales™ Lo ever appear befare the

state’s highest court. He argued in a

compelling, dwn-lwarm manner,

Rabinowitz said.

Friend and fellow af

Kleinfeld has

the

wwulz ‘A terrible loss.”

2-car collision
injures youth

M?-Mddymm\vnlnjmsdha

wo-car collision that caused $10,000

ﬂ.nmnme to one vehicle and $1,000 to
the other.

Sil.!on. Jr., 17, turned I% off e
hardson



Dally News-Miner, Fairbanks, Alaska, Sunday, January &

|

All aboard

Alaska’s
Railroad

Story by Jimmy Bedford
Photos by Vince DeWitt

NENANA—The two-hour train trip to Nenana Saturday afternoon
was a sentimental journey for 213 passengers who were on the last
ride of America’s last federally owned railroad. On the way home it
would be the first ride on the new state owned railroad,

The difference, of course, would be minimal. No great changes
are in store for the passenger service in the near future, at least until
the new management gets a firm hand on the throttle, according to
Frank Chapados, one of Lhe state’s railroad commissioners, who was
one of the passengers on this trip

Although the sun had gone down and the sky was fairly dark for
most of the trip, it was light enough to see the winter scenery along
the 58.6-mile run and many passengers remarked about how good the
view was and how nice it was not to be driving

For some, it was the first train ride but for most of the invited
guests representing various communily groups and busir the
Alaska Railroad had long held a fascination [or them and they had
ridden this train on more than one cccasion.

To Bill Stringer, trains are a favorite mode of t ranspartation and
for his birthday, Aug. 3, 1983, his wife gave him a one-way ticket to
Anchorage, and let him fly back home.

“t was terrific,” he recalled, while munching shrimp and de
viled eggs in the buflet car with the other passengers Saturday afller-
noon, **1 went into the train's kitchen on my birthday and told the chef
that I'd like a salmon steak and he broiled it over a small-charcoal
fire. It was the best salmon steak I had ever tasted.”

That was not the end of the meal, of course, said Stri
the beginning to the after dinner coffee, the movable §
abaout 150 miles.”

For others, memories of train travel extended to European
trains or those in America. No one recalled any unpleasant experi-
ences.

41 love trains,” exclaimed Cindy Spanyers who has traveled
ozens of times on the Alaska Railroad including several trips all the
way to Anchorage. Like many of the passengers, there was a re-
newed excitement about the railroad and an optimism that slale
ownership will bring about better times.

Meanwhile, the aisles of the train cars were busy with people
passing to and from the buffet car loaded with all kinds of delicacies.
Although catered by an Anchorage firm, Boatel Catering Service, the
food for this run was prepared in Fairbanks by Tiki Cove.

Alter being greeted by the friendly folks of Nenana and watching
the official passing of the ownership fo the state, the passengers ate
buffalo stew and got back on the train for the ride home.

r. “From
asted for

. ShefMield signs autographs before the ceremony at  Dignitaries gather on the stage during Saturday's ceremony. From left, John Riley, Gov.
K Civis Conters Sheffield and Jim Camphell, Alaska Railroad chairman,

and his wife Dorothy

Former Falrbanks Mayor Willlam Wood
Jane on the train ride to MNenana.

Bob Wood, conductor on the Falrbanks Speclal, helps
passengers olf the traln In Nenana.

Chef Phillip Cummings carrles a tray of hors d*ocuvres on the Falrbanks Special.
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Railroad transfer gives state control, g

&

anagement : '

Employee complaints

agaln

may now be addressed

By JOHN CREED
Staff Writer

As the historic Alaska Railroad pas
5e3 from [ederal hands to the state
controlled Alaska Railroad Corpora-
tion, officials say they want lo con-
tinue its widely held reputation for
high-quality freight and passenger
service.

““The people of Alaska are getting a
good buy for their money,'" said
Arnold Polanchek, the railroad’s
acting general manager, in a recenl
news rehease. “The equipment and
track are in good condition, and we
are continsously upgrading and im.-
proving.”

But others don't Lhink the $22.3 mil-
liom that Alaska is paying for the rail-
road is such an outstanding deal.

““Misinformation regarding the
railroad’s assets and liabilities pro-
vided by railroad officials in the
transfer 55 I5 50 grossly misrep-
resented,”’ according lo a report
issued by “RAILS," an Alaska Rail-
road employee group, “that no astute
businessman would knowingly purch-
ase it until all assets and liabilities
have been independently verified. ™

RAILS (an acronym for “reliabil-
Ity, accountability, integrity, legality
and safety”) issued a 24-page report
Dec, 28 urging Gov, Bill Sheifield and
Alaskans to tpone state accept-
ance of the Alaska Railroad pending
an lovestigation of past and present
lop management practices.

But the governor's office rejected
these clalms, clearing the way for
Salurday's transfer, and argued it
can't do anything about the allega-

0

V4

HURRICANE—Above, The Hurricane Gulch Bridge passes through the Alaska Mountain
Range at mile 284. The bridge is the highest point on the railroad (2,363 it.). Completed on
Aug. B, 1921—the last beams are shown being lowered—the bridge is 918 feet long and 286
feet above the gulch. Above right, one of The Alaska Railroad’s 27 cabooses carries the
brakeman and conductor on a [reight train. (Alaska Ratiroad photes!
During the winter months, one pas- ;

senger train a week, primarily serv. d

Ing local residents, operates between M

Ancharage and Fairbanks, according

tions antil the rallroad is under state  to officials. Flacal

«control. Special runs are also available for ~ Yearis) 1975 1876 1977 1978 1978 1980 1981 1882 1983 1984
Emfloymarenuwnsklnglornmll charter runs for cruise ship passen- ;

Investigation of alleged abusive and  gers out of Whittier, or special in- e

discriminatory personnel practices,
disregard for occupational health and
safety regulations, private use of gov-
ernment property, and others.

# State-of-the-art technology.
According lo a report by Lhe 1.5, Rail-
12

terest groups such as ski clubs, or
public events such as the Seward Sal-
mon Derby, the Alaska State Falr,
and the KSKA Blue Grass Festival.
Records show passenger traffic
steadily increasing over the ye

‘ 0| 1l

||l
I

‘Associatlon It will take Abou - wnhlhrrnilmldcarr?ngaI..tru_o.p o
i i SRS
B “service”—according lo James s
a“m
am
prr=t
Rl
P
bned
e
e
e e
-n-m"G-M"gliinumwM o Em
of - type Lo enler service on o olfichlsnrgely by, the Ll i
North American rallroad, according  Liontons of frelght over the pastyear, 3%
B with melhér five GP. 4P 37.5 percent over the previous e
'&!wl Yulad Lo arrive In 1985 b0 ex- ’w'.mﬁmdﬁm"lké o o
pand coal service between Healy _FOF the fou e LT i s vuo
(next to Denall Park) and the portof 5204 and gravel tonnage
- - commaodities, primarily from con-
Seyard on the Aluska coast. struction and continued REVENUES—Total Alaska Railroad revenues for fiscal
‘The major “j.‘i?m”g“' ‘wﬁ li works projects in Ancharage, offi:  years 1975-1984 are shown above (dollar amounts are in
mﬁm“ ves 13 a radar ai clals sald. s ands). [Alaska Rallroad Wlustration)
and control system, " said Polanchek, ,, Thelargest revenue geller p.mg";“
“This radar-contolled device mea- o iwoe'imatlers and containers on
sures the true ground speed of the  p oo Soccording o officials,  barged to South Korea—will add  Alaska's natural resources, hut on the
locamotive by bouncing & signal off g v 5 .11 s percent of the revenue m&gmm tons of coal to annual of Ambler residents and other
the roadbed.” tons hauled by the rallroad last year communities in the Kobuk River
® Passcager service. Rallroad were in natural sand, » Railroad . Officlals who may not want such a
officials say Alaskans and tourisis vel, eoal and petraleum, accord- wish to expand its rail lines into  link to the outside world,
alike can r.:i'poct continuation of the E:I.o Willjm.ﬁil!. the mﬂmlii: mlmnlgsmm:;huﬂedmsﬁ '%E:?ematdha:;;ﬁtgmlﬁgml
- Ambler in north Alaska, as capal 5 Lo e & line,""
daily scheduled summer trains be- smmmwmﬂﬂm ol A capialio as a link to Canada for & transcon- said. “But now it will be up to
tinental line.

tween Anchorage, Denali National
Pa well as the

‘Fairbanks, as Uhe state o determine the econom
Anchorage-Whittier service, which

n._ddlgnl.rlnahlﬂi the recently estab- lity of various expansi

from Usi Mines
in Healy—railed to Seward and

however, not only depends on
mm feasibility of extracting

PrOspec_ts good for industrial nations in 1985

. The reportalsa sees nflation n the United States edging upto3 5
PARIS—The economies of the world's industrialized m £e percent fram 3.25 Wt$ OECD mr;“neﬂh_!-n percent,

and Il prospects are 3 ~ The output, inflation unemploymi gures are al|
doing et I e S eonomic Cooperation aod Develop- optimistic than thoss published six months ago, -
ment said recently. _ Japanis: d to oul

The New York Times

six months ago, but

mmfurwmﬁ. higmd:' al is better than
it Tl
to rise to 11.5 whnml__l-mt.l_.- - fon

Witha

rowth possibilities

!

Sw@mmh '
O W =

BARGE—The f{irst SeaWay ocean barge arrived at Seward on April 13, 1984. One of two

triple deckers and the largest in West Coast service, the
capable of carrying up to 350 rubberized trailers. The

Seward.

barge is 487 ft. by 104 ft. and is
barges sail weekly from Seattle to

tAlaska Railroad photo)

Title XI—a fedeml overstatement

The Alaska Lands Act is a stack-
ed deck of cards with at least a
dozen “'jokers" shuffled in, One of
my favorites is Title X1,

It has never been employed in
the four years since the law was
passed. It sits like & sleeping dra-
gon, and I think everyone is a hit
afrald to wake it.

Title X1 covers transportation
and wtility corridors across the
new parks, wildlife refuges, wild
rivers and other federal domaines

a.

In Title X1 Congress cbserved
that ts land actions were 5o broad
and hasty that it should provide o
special new law for future times
when the lands must be crossed,

So Congress conjured up
perhaps its most broad language
yet. It ﬂhllxa. "Nn:.wllhatan.dlng
any provision of applicable law, no
action by any federal agency under
applicable I:iv];a with l)‘l“:» the
approval or © au-
thorization, in wiigle or ﬁfm. of
any tion or utility sys-
tem shall have any force or effect
unless the provisions of this section
m?:p ed with,"

‘Title X1 on to set up a proce-

for, . an application

what Menl'. agencies themselves
anagement of the

must make their decisions in the
following four months,

If one of the agencies decides
against the applicant, he can
appeal the decision directly to the
president. He gets four months for
his decision. If a wilderness area is
involved, the president makes a re-
commendation Lo Congress,

In Congress, the wilderness ap-

lication dies unless approved by

oth houses in 120 days of con-
linwous session.

So it's 14 months if all the
bureaucrats agree, 18 months if
you have to convince the White
House. That's blinding speed for
the federal government.

1f you don't like the result, you
g.nmlrjy“glulilhe Title XI directives

clary. Any procedure be-
fore a federal court Involving Title
X1 “‘shall be assigned for hearing
and completed at the earliest
possible date.”

Congress further directs the
courts ko render a decision n 120
days. 1 ean't wait lo see the reac-
Lion of the chief justice to this leg-
hl{#wz?mh hand in his affairs.

e only exceplion is for consti-
Ill:lrg:ul m;]l.l!sunna.
eresting thing about the
Tiuemhlw!um!mn*uuﬂ
: 5 tbllll “‘fast track™ process
e a5 an oplion. IU's & now
procedure required for almost one-

third of Alaska's land

. Its impact may go far beyond
just the new parks and refuges. L
outlines the federal government's
contral over all the state and Na-
tive corporation land which can
only be reached by crossing the
federal holdings,

The new wild and scenic rivers
are key here. Several of them seem
to be aimed more at control of ac-
cess o non-federal land through
Title X1 than canservation in-
terests.

The Gulkana and Delta wild and
scenic rivers form an unbroken
line bordering two highways. The
Gulkana is more a recreational
river than a place where any Alas-
kan would go for a *“wilderness ex-
perience,” yet it must be managed
as a wild river,

The Unalakleet River is a better
example. There is virtually no re-
creational use by non-residents
NOW, B0 BCCeSS Lo it2 upper reaches
and nothing special to see, but it
does control a historic access route
to the Interior,

NANA Regional Corp. could
have used Title X1 for a corridor
from its Red Dog mineral deposit
through Cape Krusenstern Nation-
al Monument, but instead it chose
to acquire the route through a
much larger land exchange.

Title XI even applies to im-
proved rights-of-way for snow
machines. | won't even begin o
conslder how |t might affect the RS
2477 right-ol-way issue.

Clearly, this is another case
where government sel out te sim-
plify something and ended up in 3
whole new mess.

Frod Prait is a freolssce writer coveriag
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