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4Anchorage - Hay 29, 1935,

KERe We Le KINSELL: - . i
Your letter of Hay 15th, regarding s-fz.
I have already made ;r}angaments with Mr. Ummel to

eall for bids for a new inspectién motor car; and it will,

therefors, not be necesanrj to spend any money on the.present.

B-2, except app}.y 2 heavier axle and the 0ld steel wheels :

' that we used hefore, which, of course, means lesser speed, : = ‘-: g
but since the body and the balance of appliances are in good

condition, we can get some use out of the car anyway,

Os Fa» Ohlson,
General Hanager,
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£ RAIL CAR H“‘HLI) B8 STANDARD THREE SFEE:D'S AHEAD
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EJUIPHERT 80 ﬁmaw AS TO OPERATE
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Tﬁe Alaska radrosd
REGEIVED
MAY 16 1935

OF+iCE UF

General Manager

Anchorage, Alaska,
May 15, 1935.

COLONEL 0, F. OHLSON:

SUBJECT: B-2

In Mr. Ummel*s letter to you dated Janusry 12th,
1985, the last paragraph on the first rage states that
he talked to two Ford mechanies from one of the princi-
pal Ford dealers in Seattle, and they recommended that
you purchase a new 1935 Ford sedan with an especially-
built front axle, etc., and that the estimated cost on
this proposition was $94.30 for the special front axle,

If this axle is applicable to the 1931 sedzn the
present B-2 body and rear housinz could be readily re-
palred and equipped with this special front axle, msking
the car usable for any serviee, as it formerly was.

This body is in the Shop teking up room and we have
no advice as to what to do with it. If it is to be made
usable, would suggest that Mr. Ummel take the matter up
and see 1f this specisl front axle referred to couxld be
applied %o the 1931 seden body, in which cese the rresent

ZU0-1Inch press steel wheels, which we have, could be ap-
plied; also, one-hzlf of the present rear housing could
De revlaced =nd we would thus have & car suitable for
someone 1f you so-desired, unless it wes decided not to
do anything with the present B-2.

W. L. Kinsell,
Sup't. Motive Power & Kguipmnent.

WLK:S

ec: Mr. Lonzacre.
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Anchorage - February 4, 1935,

IR. W. L. KINSELL:

I am attaching hereto copy of a letter from Mr. J. Re —

 Ummel, addressed to Colonel Ohlson at Washington, fegarding ‘

equipping B-2 with heavy axles and pneumatic tires.

After noting this letter, will you please return it to =

me for file.

-

A Vi
/Jo Te Cunningham, "t,‘ i

Acting General Managers"

o

&
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3 3 _ Anchorage - February 4, 1935,
MR. We Lo KINSELLg - : x5 B

B

I am attaching hereto oap,,r of a 1atter from lire J- R.

Ummel, addressed to Colonel Ohlsan at Washl ngtan, regarding
equipping Be2 with heavy axles and pneumatic ﬁ;res. =
After nétiﬁg this lett‘.er,- will you please roturn ;it :rt'a
me £or file.
SIGNED~j, 1. e :

Ja Te Curmingim,
Acting General lianager.




UNITED STATES
“PDEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
CONSOLIDATED PURCHASING AND SHIPPING UNIT ~

441 FEDERAL OFFICE BUILDING
SEATTLE, WASH.

POy S

V4 Janpary 12, 1835

3

c¢c. The Alzska Railroad, Anchorage 2

Colonel Q. F. Qhlson
e/o U. S. Department of the Interior
Yashington, D. C.

Zear Colonel Chlson: : :
3 havé finally obtmined an estimmts from Mr. seﬁbay, Ford
Azent, on the provosition of equinping your 1931 Ford seden

with heavy exels and pneumstic tires. Tho estimate is as =~
follows: ;

Buiiding new chassis complets with truck
exels, springs, snd d4ifferential, ready
4o instsll body and engine = = = - = = - 575,00

Wheels with Goodyear tirs assembly - - 571.00

Wetal - ~n - 0L 3500 - T

The only objection I szees to this provosition is that the truck
axel housing rsguires raising the car sbout four inches, and

wou would be riding higher above the traeck than In your pre-
asent ecar.

I zm enclosing a eircular from Fairbanks-iorse describing the
Failmobile being built by Fairbanks-ilorss. Thes loesl rspre-
gsentative informs me that very.few of these units have been
huilt. However., I bhslisve that a Plymouth sedan with the
Fairbanks-ilorse sgquipment would be mueh more satisfactory than
building over the 1931 Ford. The price gqueoted ms om a 1935
2lymouth geden is $1,910.00. I =m sure this would meke you

a much bettsr looking job, but perhaps would be po more sar-
vicesble than eguippinz your present car as suggested above.

I talked with two Ford machanics at Fugh 3aird's, one of the
principal Ford dealers here, and thsy rscommend that you pur-~
chase a new 1935 Ford sedan with an especially-bullt fromt
exal, eguipped with Coodyear pheumatic tires. They claim
that the 1935 rear sssemblies and axels are built better, and

they do not think you would have any trouble breaking rear
axels.




Colonel Ohlson | 1/12/38

The estimated cost on this proposition is as follows:

Special front 6XBl =ie = » = = = = ~ ~ § 04,30
1935 Standard 4-door Sedan 799,00
ftheels and Tire Assembly 571,00

Total - - - $1.444.50

I have made further inquiry, but have been unsble to learn of
any company menufacturing selid tires. With the improvemsnts
made in connection with the pneumatic tires since purchasing :
the tires which you reported unsatisfactory, 1 ballaVe tha de- ;-
facta hawe baan eorractsd.

Gony or this 1etter 1s being eant to the &nehsrags r’ics

~ The shove prices are estimates only, and may be ehangeé_aeﬁé :

what upon advertiasing, which wiil he na;as;ar?-in any even
before purchase can be mada,

"__vm' by Jours,

TER 0 s Ot ed e

=

ec. Aschorapge offlice, Alasks Railroed.




The Alsska Raiizos
REGEIWEE

DEC 19 1934
Or«CE OF
General Manager |

Anchorage, Alaska,
December 17, 1934.

MR. D. W. METZDORF:

I note memo from Mr. Ummel with letter from De Huff
& Hopkins, dated November 28th, stating that they are not in
a position to offer solid rubber tire wheels for the service
we regquested, namely for the B-2, but expect to dbe able to
do so in the very near future, etc. ; : : =

It would seem to me that information can be obtained
from some of the various railroads which are using this kind
of equipment for inspection cars and for other purposes, and
that surely there should be some way of obtaininz information
as to just what to order if these people do not furnish us
with same. They expect to offer solid tire wheels for this
service, and I am wondering if there aren's soae of the rail-
roads already using hard rubber tires as there are smell cars

‘now in service on variocus roads, but I do not know whet they
~are equipped with. . :

In my memo Oetober 10th I referred to De Huff and
Hopkins, Fairbanks Horse, and Lovsted. I hope we will soon
be able to get some information so that we will be able to
equip this Zodel A4 Ford Sedan (B-2) and have it ready before
Spring. -

dy memo to you October 10th zave sufficient informa-
tion from which one would be able to tell Jjust about what we
figure we want, namely,“heavy front sxle and differential, -
coaplete for placing on a 1931 Hodel A Ford Sedan in rail
motor service. Preferably equipped with one-hslf or one-
quarter Elliptic springs to ellainate side sway. Gear ratio-
of differsntial equal to 9.34 or same as Standard Sedan.
Solia rubber tired wheels witn rail flanges, diameter egqual
to Standard Sedan wheels or Firestone, #450 -~ 19 tires. «/

W. L. Kinsell
Sup't. Motive Power & Eguipaent

225 e

WLK-J AL
ec: Mr. OEﬁonb/(/‘ Cvmb{;”{t:‘ . FEa

Mr. Longacre

i




DFT"RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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DEPRﬂHI-EHT“OFAGRICULTURE

HE ALASKA RAILROAD

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

TERRITORY OF ALASKA

ALAsSKA RoOAD COMMISSION

UNITED STATES o i Dt &
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR /—\_, MWW v
ALASKA REINDEER SERVICE CONSOLIDATED PURCHASING AND SHIPPING UNIT gi?ifi%%%
441 FEDERAL OFFICE BUILDING .
7 J _ SEATTLE, WASH. 18 15l
J November 3, 1934 2 <IN REPLY RAFER TO

L1y (A
M ™

Mr. D. W. Metzdorft, ’
General Storekeeper,

The Alaska Railroead,

Anchorage, Alaska,

. Dear iir. Metzdorf:

Referring to your letter of October 12 regarding
tires and axle for the General Manager's rail ecar:

Under date of October 24 we wrote De Huff &
Hopkins, C. M. Lovsted &'(-Icmpany and Fairbanks, Morse &
Company regarding this equipment and under date of Oetober
26 we mailed you copy of reply from Fairbanks, Morse &
Company. ’

Ve are now in receipt of further communication
from Fairbanks, Morse & Company as per their letter of
November 2, caopy of which is eﬁclosed herswith together

with the cuts and bulletins attached thereto.

e

Very;/tr>ly’~yours

CHTENWATNER,
chasing Agent
ahd Offlce Manager.

A-ctlng

JIL: TMK

Encl.




(Copy}

FATRBANKS, MORSE & CO.
1226 First Ave. So.
Seattle, Wash.

November 2, 19554

Mr. John J. Lichtenwalner,

Acting Purchasing Agent & Qffice llanager,
441 Federal Office Building,

Seattle, Washington.

Dear Mﬁ. Lichtenwalner:

We have been advised by our factory that they
regret they eannot furnish heavy fronmt axle and differential
complete for placing om a 1931 Model "A"™ Ford Sedan to converd
for reil motor service, and at the present time are not in
position to quote on solid rubber tired wheels.

The only running gear equipment which we can furnish
for any type of car is the running gear as shown in our pamph-
lets on the railmobile for the Chrysler 8-cylinder Royal Sedan,
Model ®CT™, 1933. If you can secure one of these cars we can

furnish complete running gear with penumatic tires for $1,040.00
f.0.b. factery.

We would like to call to your attention, however, that
if you wish to do so you een get Firestone tires which can be
applied to the present Ford "V-8", as shown in the October issue
of Ford News, a sheet of which is attached.

Yours very truly,
FAIRBANKS, MORSE & COC.

W. 3. Covington, Hanager.




Qctober 25, 1934

Mr. John J. Lichtenwalner,
U. S. Departmesnt of the Interior,
Seattle, Washington.

Dear Mr. Lichtemnwalner:

We wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of October 24, in connection with the inguiry from
Anchorage for front axle and differential and rubber
tired wheels with flanges, similar to those used on the
Fairbanks-lorse Railmobilses.

" We do not have the informatiom on these com-
ponent parts of the Reilmobile here in this office, but
have forwarded your inquiry to our Gemeral Rsilroad Sales
Division in Ghicagp, requesting them to give immediate at-
tention to your inguiry. You will probably hear from them
direct.

Yours 'i;ery t .
FATRBANKS, MORSE & CO.

BY /’?}; S. Covington, lgr.

//
vopy to D. W Ma'tzdorf/

FATRBANKS, MORSE & CO. OFTICE OF
1226 First Ave. So. | General Manager
Seattle, Wash. S e
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Anchorage, Alaska
Qotober 12, 1934,

ﬁl‘. J. i, Umnel,
Furchasing igent,

The Alaska Bailroad,.

44] Federal Office 3ldg.,
Seattle, Washingtoen,

Dear Er, Ummel:

I am attaching hereto a copy of letter, dated october -
10%h, 1934, froa Mr. Einsell regarding tires and axle for General
Hansger's rail ecar,

4s you have inaspected this car, you can readily see that
some change would be required before heavy wheels can be applied, C.
id, Loveted's Royal Stesl Wheels were unsatisfactory on accownt of
spokes breaking., The Firestone Pneunstic Tires were an absolute
failure as so0lid rubber inner tubes would loosen inside of casing
causing friction and practically melting inner tube.

The last four wheels received from C. i, Lovsted did not
lagt one trip - all four wheels were broken off inside of hudbe after
running & short distance, 1% was ridiculous to recommend this heavy
wheel for light standard Ford axles.

What we realy went is a set of vheels and axles gush as
equipped on Fairbanke-iocrse "Zsllmobiles™, as described on attached
folder. I do not know if you csn purchese such & set that would be

interchangeable for 1931 Ford Passenger Sedan but wish you would in~
quire and submit all informmtion to this office.

Tours var;,r +m1,,r

Genea‘al ﬂLtceeper

.ec: O. F. Ohlson




Cony Anchorage, Alaska
Octcber 10th, 1934

D, W. METZDORF:

Please furnish data and gquotations on the follow-
ing for estimating purposes, Ref: DeHuff and Hopkins, Fairbanks-
liorse, Lovsted:

One heavy front axle and differential, complete
for placing on a 1931 Lodel ™A™ Ford Sedsn in rail motor service.
Preferably equipped with one-half or one-quarter Elliptic springs’
to eliminate side sway, Gear ration of differential equal to 9.34
or same &s Standard Sedan. Solid rubber tired wheels with rail
flanges, diameter ecual to Standard Sedan wheels or Firestone
No. 450 - 19 tires,

W. L. KINSELL .
Sup't lotive Power & Equipment
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HOW TO GET THERE
~ The Monte Cristo District is easily and
comfortably reached from Seattle, Washing-
ton, by a few hours ride over the Seattle-
Everett Interurban, and Stage Lines or Great

“ Northern Railroad to Everett, Connections

are made at Everett over the Hartford and
Lake Stevens Stage Line which runs in con-

Enection with the Hartford & Eastern Rail-

road to Monte Cristo. :
The above Phataoronh  chawm~ - @

e~ veel Ui wie

closed cars operated over this line,

2



ON A GLACIER

In
“THE SWITZERLAND OF AMERICA”
The famous MONTE CRISTO DISTRICT
at Monte Cristo, Washington, located at the
upper terminal of the Hartford & Eastern
Railroad better known by teurists as “The
Monte Cristo Scenic Route.”

sy
By




OFFICES :

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

5 TERMINAL :
BELL UTREET DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

% 204 NEW PosT OFFICE BUILDING

PORTLAND, OrEGON ALASKAN ENGINEERING COMMISSION

SEATTLE, WASH.

306 CUSTOMHOUSE

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA THE ALASKA RAILROAD

IN REPLY REFER TO

SEATTLE, WASH.

September 14, 1923

Colonel Jase Ge
Chairmen and Ch

My dear Colonel Steese:

Referring to your letter of August 20th Ffrom Juneau, in
ragard to wheels for Dodge cer:

I enclose copy of my cablegram of the Tth to Mrs iaag
and copy of letter of the same date from the Skagit Steel &
Tron Workss During the past month I made several trips on
Saturdays and Sundays over the Hartford & Bastern Reilroad, =
originally & brench line of the Northern Pacifie, now operated - —
between Hartford and Monte Christo (about twenty-five miles)
entirely by gasoline motor carse For a period of several
years the wheels supplied for these cars were manufactured by
George Eofiman of Seattle and were partly of wood. ;

I understand from talking with the Hartford & Eastern
agent at Hartford that they are now getting their wheels of
the Skagit Steel & Iron Vorks. I belisve, tharefore, that
the wheals offeraed by this company mishi prove satisfactory
for your services. The price guoted is much lower than
off fiman. I have never known of any instance of

having occurrad on 2

s}
of the wheels under

ced—mbm Y
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ALASKAN ENGINEERING COMMISS{ON sEA?TLE.WAs

Seatfle, Washington « September 7, 1023
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SKAGIT STEEL & IRON WORKS
Sedro-¥oolley, Washs

September ¥, 1923

Alaska Railway Company
Bell Street Terminal
Seattle, Washington

Attention: Mre Ce Ee» Dole

Dear Sirs: : el :

Pursuant to our telephone conversation of today
we are pleased to quote you a price of §160400 (one hundred
sixty dollars) per set of four 28-inch Cast Steel Wheels
for either Dodge or Pord cars :

These wheels have & 8-inch standard M.0.B. face
and are tumed on the outside so that they run without
vibratione The rim is largze enough to allow for several
tumings in case the flanges wear thin or flat spots on the
treads. Thé hubs are made to fasten on standard Ford end
Dodge hubs so that they may be applied without the aid of
any special tools other than ordinary wrenchess While they
ars a comparatively light wheel, you would have no trouble
from them breaking as they are sufficiently strong to carry
all thet sither a Ford or Dodge ocar are capable of hauling.

Deiiveiy can be made in from ten days to two weeks
after receipt of your ordar.

I? we can serve you further in this connection, plsase
advise use

Yery trmuly yours,
SKAGIT STEEL & IRON WORKS
(signed) S. S. MoIntyre

Vice Presidente
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Anchorage, Alaska,
Sept. 13, 1923,

4560

¥r. C, E. Dole,
Genaral Purchasing dgent,
Seattle, “ashington.

Dﬂar 311‘ i

there has leen 30 much delay in oconnection with getting
data and prices on thess wheels thai the season for theiusaesof
railroad motorcars ls now nearly over with and it would bg=sonie
received too late to be of any use to us this Season.

he prices quoted in your wire of Jept. 7th are too :
high, furthermore our master wechanic does not deslre CAST steel
tires but RULLED steel tires.  4s we huve no desoription of the °
wheels furnisied by the Skagit Steel & Iron Works, we cannot
state whether they will be satisfactory. -

¥e can makts good enouzh wheels here ourselves for $15.00
#ach and if you can secure ROLIZY stesl tires &2 specified fow
QoL B0re than $335.00 ezch, It is recomreendad they be wmirchasod.
wiii guu yisase sov wiab yuu can et sech tives for, subalttizg
bids axd data %o this office for amproval before ardering.

Tours truly,

o

. A Haag . R
38 « Hre i.-‘errall‘/ Geuerqﬁgmmwawf;ﬁﬁ; e

Sheiect dr. Hansen i
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Adnchorsge, Alaska,
s Septn 10' 1923-

e e :::::‘"*m_ 3
4660
4

s

P
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I quate you below wire received from ¥r, Dole,
dated Sept. 7thg i

"

dr. Ferrell: -

wrca,
/M “\

"Requis it ion 4660, your cablegram 27th, George :
Hoffman who equipped our Dodge car, estimates wheels
¥ith wooden spokes and wood felle 5/8" cast steel
tires $650.00 fér tws sets complete with hubs, del ive
about 2 weeks. Estimated €ost of tires machined $75.00
each. Skagit Steel & Iron Vorks, Sedro-Woolley, '

Washington, make wheels for gas cars operated on Hartford
& Eastern Bsilroad gnd logging roads 23 pagt steel tirea -
with steel spokes mamufactured for bolting to Ford hubs, i

also suitable for Dodge, weight 125 to 150 1bs. each.
Price £160.00 per set of four, delivery 1Q days.”

/A Haag
General Storekeeper

€C - Mr. P, A, Hangen

167
.
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THE: MARYVEAND) GAR WHEEL WORKS;, W g

CAR AND LOCOMOTIVE WHEELS

OFFICE AND WORKS
BALTIMORE, M D. Biet. A9 10520,

Alaskan Engineering Commission,
Department of the Interior,
Anchorage, Alaska.

Gentlemen:= (Attentiefizof Mr. W. Gerig, A.C.E.)

In answer to Zpﬂé}of the 25th inst., would say

g - *f cea
that our Hr, Wellingthp is—eit=of town for a few days. On
his return the maitfer will be /rfferreé to him for his ime

mediate attention,

SHY:C
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B e Meryland Qar Wheel Works, = At
Ganﬁmm : 4

F '..:_, e "', ng tha leat yam- we ahipmd A nmber,n&';ﬂ.at am‘a
: trm?amfo-usem this railm& anfi during ‘bh'ﬁ haﬁ

we ha*'a hed 22 gar failaws amad. b;r hraken f&anges on mals

et
o

' - mt by your aoa;xny in 3.91@ and 3.92.2. - The :Imolu wera iﬁ gond
L Oonﬁitian, amply mngaé. ?re hnw 'theels m h:r ot&;r ckrmms
whs.eh de: m s}mu anything nke the mza}mf of :as;.ms that thin
W pertiouler maathemzm aha\m. wmmm that 16 st

' bspassih}.s thatyouum ﬁiftarsntmm:haela.{ntku trapma ‘
thén those you would usa i.n a opld aountry ke ﬁhis, nlso that it e
Wag pﬁssihla that the great variation in the thermomebor might hava ,: o

a tendoncy to sause orystallization. ‘i'!:..a, of course, is unl,,f a -

theory with me and I shall be glad %o have your opinion.

Tours very truly,

f ok ' s Assistant Chief Engineer, g’r_f Lo

¥iG=4 2 2
L 00: Mr. Ferrell. a0,
Y T,
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= septembaer 2 1930. e

*o tha grea chunge in temperature, which maj

Fbwever, L/sha“l take the ma ter up,"'

Mowwlan? Gar Whesel Yorks and seg what, *hay'hﬁve to say to

axpla n some of ths failurﬂs.

™ J-'I»,.a. p14

this Commlssaon.
' Assistant ghief Enginser,

WG-d

@




Anchorage, Alaska Siept. 23, 1920,

Mr. Wm. Gerig
Asst. Chief Engr,

Dear 3ir:

During the last four months we have had 22 car failures
caused by broken wheel flanges. Upon investigation, I find that 20
of these broken flanges wers on wheels cast Dy the Maryland Qar Wheel
Works in 1910 and 1912 and these wheels all came here with Panama Flat

e have five Bar Inspectors at different points on the road
and I have issued instructions to be very careful in inspections of
wheels, paying particular attention to Seamy treads,

This for your information and I would be glad to have your
advice on the situation,

Yours truly,

%/c
laster Mechanicr

4 \é&



